
                                              

LITURGICAL TEXT FOR THE 2022 PARTNERSHIP SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 
2022 

1. PART I: GATHERING 

1. Introductory notes (it is read by liturgy leader and the 
congregation remains seated) 

Dear congregants, today, Sunday September 11, 2022 marks the 
nineth anniversary of the partnership Sunday between the 
Kiskimenitas presbytery of the PCUSA and Gitarama presbytery of 
the Presbyterian church of Rwanda - EPR. The theme from the Holy 
scripture that guides this special day, is found in Hebrews 3:14 
entitled : “For we are all partners with Christ if we hold firmly 
to the end the confidence we had at the beginning” (-Good news 
version- ). Based on this theme, as usual, in this service, 
Gitarama presbytery and Kiskimenitas presbytery will use the same 
liturgical text, the same scriptures and will make an effort to 
use similar or closer hymns in different languages and cultures. 
(omission:If you find a chosen song stranger to you, please feel 
free to choose another alternative closer to it in terms of lyrics 
or message) 

2. Call to worship 

The liturgy leader calls the congregation to stand up and sing 
the hymn number 11 in Kinyarwanda booklet translated as “To God 
be the glory! Great things he hath done” 

To God Be the Glory, 
1.  To God be the glory, great things He hath done! 

So loved He the world that He gave us His Son, 
Who yielded His life an atonement 
And opened the life-gate that all may go in. 

Refrain:  Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
                  Let the earth hear His voice! 



                 Praise the Lord; praise the Lord, 
                  Let the people rejoice!  
                 O come to the Father thru Jesus the 
Son, 

    And give Him the glory, great things He 
hath done! 

 
2.   O, perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 

To every believer the promise of God; 
The vilest offender who truly believes, 
That moment from Jesus a pardon receives. 

 
1. Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath 

done, 
And great our rejoicing thru Jesus the Son; 
But purer, and higher, and greater will be 
Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we sees. 
 

 

3. Greetings (the congregation is stand) 

The pastor says: May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Amen 

4. Opening prayer (the congregation is seated) 

Dear lord, we thank you for this opportunity to worship you. It’s 
a great privilege to Kiskimenitas and Gitarama presbytery to 
worship in this friendly manner. As we worship, we call the Holy 
spirit to fill, strengthen and guide us from the beginning until 
the end. Bless preachers on both sides, bless choirs and each and 
participants of both presbyteries. In this worship, we thank God 
for saving our lives from COVID-19 Pandemic and we are now to 
meet for worship. In the name of Jesus Christ our savior, we pray. 
Amen.  (Someone noticed at the beginning can pray) 

5. Welcoming guests and the congregation (to be done by pastor or 
liturgy leader) 



 

6. Song by a choir or the hymn number 91 in Kinyarwanda booklet 
similar to the following English song. 

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me  
1. Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee; 
Let the water and the blood, 
From Thy wounded side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure, 
Save from wrath and make me pure. 
 

2. Not the labor of my hands 
Can fulfill Thy law's demands; 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone; 
Thou must save, and Thou alone. 
 

3. Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to The cross I cling; 
Naked, come to Thee for dress; 
Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 
Foul, I to the fountain fly; 
Wash me, Savior, or I die. 

 
4. While I draw this fleeting breath, 

When me eyes shall close in death, 
When I soar to worlds unknown, 
See Thee on Thy judgment throne, 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee. 

 

7. Psalm 1: 1-6 (to be read by liturgy leader while the 
congregation is seated ) 



1Happy are those 

who reject the advice of evil people, 

who do not follow the example of sinners 

or join those who have no use for God. 

2Instead, they find joy in obeying the Law of the LORD, 

and they study it day and night. 

3They are like trees that grow beside a stream, 

that bear fruit at the right time, 

and whose leaves do not dry up. 

They succeed in everything they do. 

4But evil people are not like this at all; 

they are like straw that the wind blows away. 

5Sinners will be condemned by God 

and kept apart from God's own people. 

6The righteous are guided and protected by the LORD, 

but the evil are on the way to their doom. 

 

10.  Chorus: Imana ni nziza ×3 ni nziza cyane - God is so good ×3 
is so good to me (while standing) 

Kiskimenitas will sing Kinyarwanda version and vice versa. 

11. The law of God (the congregation stands and litugy leader 
reads John 13:34, 35) 

34 And now I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I 
have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 If you have love 



for one another, then everyone will know that you are my 
disciples.” 

12. Call to confession (congregation is seated or kneeled and 
read the paragraph below) 

Dear God, we are in front of you. We do accept that we have sinned 
against you through our thoughts, speeches, sights and even 
hearings. We have been selfish and did not take care of others, 
as you expected us to do so. But we humbly confess our sins. In 
your mercy, forgive us all our sins and give us life in fullness. 
Teach us to love one another even though the world is experiencing 
hate.  

13. Hymn number 84 in Kinyarwanda booklet [Ni iki cyankiza ibyaha? 
Ni amaraso yawe Yesu, What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the 
blood of Jesus] (congregation seated) 

Nothing But The Blood 
 

1. What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of 
Jesus; 

   What can make me whole again?  Nothing but the 
blood of Jesus. 
  Refrain: Oh! Precious is the flow 
  That makes me bright as snow; 
  No other fount I know, 
  Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
 

2. For my pardon this I see, nothing but the blood of 
Jesus; 

   For my cleansing this my plea, nothing but the 
blood of Jesus. 
 

3. Nothing can for sin a tone , nothing but the blood 
of Jesus 

 Jesus Naught of good that I have done, nothing but 
the blood of Jesus. 
           



4. This is all my hope and peace, nothing but the blood 
of Jesus; 

 This is all my righteousness, nothing but the blood 
of Jesus. 
 
 

14. Declaration of forgiveness by ordained pastor (congregation 
seated) 

When we confess our sins and commit to eradicate them, God 
forgives us, we who have confessed: 

I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, that you are 
forgiven. May the God of mercy, who forgives all your sins, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and may the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in the eternal life. Amen. 

15. songs of choirs 

PART 2: THE WORD 

16. Pray for illumination (congregation seated) –you can choose 
also a person to pray for the preacher and preaching timed- 

Lord, we praise you for your love and faithfulness. This time we 
are going to listen to your word, bless the preacher and fill the 
congregation with your Holy Spirit who will help us to understand 
what you teach us through your word. Let your presence governs 
everything in this time. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. 
Amen. 

17. Reading scripture (congrsegation seated, a chosen person will 
read the scripture before the preacher to preach) 

 HEBREWS 3:12-14 
 ROMANS 8:35-39 

18. Sermon (congregation is seated) 

A parish pastor prepares a sermon with reference to two scriptures 
mentioned above. 

19. Meditation (the congregation remains seated) 



20. Music (the congregation sings the contextual song; stand or 
play the favorable music as they  continue to meditate the word 
of God)  

PART 3: RESPONSE 

21. Affirmation of faith (Apostles’ Creed, congregations is stand) 

I believe in God 
Creator of heaven and Earth 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our lord 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate’ 
Was crucified, died, and was buried 
He descended to the dead, 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
He is seated at the right hand of the father’ 
And he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
The Holy Catholic church, 
The communion of saints, 
The forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting, Amen 
 
22. Giving offerings (the liturgy leader chooses an appropriate 
song) 
23. Pray for offerings (a chosen elder or deacon prays) 
24. Announcement/communiqué  
25. intercessions 
PRAYER REQUEST: 
 We pray for Gitarama – Kiskimenitas partnership 

sustainability and expension and 2023 trip in particular 
 We also pray for the post COVID-19 pandemic’s effects. 
 Praying for the completion of sanctuary under construction 

in Gitarama Presbytery. 
26. Lord’s prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be your name. 



Your kingdom come. 

Your will be done, 

On earth as in heaven 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

As we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

But deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, 

The power and the glory are yours. 

Now and forever. 

Amen. 

27. Blessings (this is done by an ordained pastor, the 
congregation standing) 

May the lord bless you and keep you. May the lord be kind and 
gracious to you; the lord looks upon you with favor and give you 
peace, in the name of God the father, the son and the Holy Spirit, 
Amen. 

Done at Gitarama, August 15, 2022 

Prepared by HABARUREMA Samuel 

 

 

 


