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October 15-16, 2009 
 
Neal Galley (Clergy, Redstone) was elected as Synod Moderator and Nan Best (Elder, 
Donegal) was elected as Vice Moderator during the third stated meeting in the 292nd year of 
the Synod of the Trinity. They were installed at the end of the business meeting and shall 
begin serving their terms on January 1, 2010. 
 
The Rev. Dr. Bruce Stevens, Synod Executive, reported that a variety of overtures are being 
proposed to the 2010 General Assembly concerning the status and function of Synods. He 
was hopeful that if Synods do not continue to exist as currently described by our Book of 
Order, that Presbyterians will find creative responses to work with consortiums of 
presbyteries that will join together for mutual support and enhancement of their work. 
 
Lawrence Davis (Elder, Philadelphia), Chairperson of Synod Finance and Budget Committee, 
gave a detailed report on the 2010 budget.  This balanced budget was approved. Chantal 
Atnip, Synod Treasurer, reported that the second dividend from Brotherhood Insurance is 
$37,658 (last year it was $12,333) and will be distributed proportionately among the 
participating churches and church camps. 
 
Commissioners approved a special grant of $5,000 as requested from the Grants and 
Scholarship Committee for the House of Manna Faith Community in the Homewood section 
of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  The vision is to be a missional faith community that will bring 
everyday people into the family of God, equip them for the ministry of Jesus Christ, and 
empower them to spread the love of Jesus Christ in family and community, and encourage 
them with the transformative power of the Gospel.   
 
Gregg Hartung (Elder, Beaver-Butler) of Presbyterian Media Mission (PMM) shared a DVD  
about the Summer Youth Institute at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. This DVD won the  
2009 Gold Remi award. It was presented at the Houston Film Festival for the Best Short  
Feature Video. About 2,000 judges came to watch the videos that won awards.  They  
represented a wide variety of backgrounds presenting DVDs - including general industry and  
health care – as well as religious productions – and the judges were impressed with PMM’s  
presentation. Gregg pointed out that the most important resource that the church has is the  
stories of our faith lives- like the ones presented in this video.  
 
Commissioners shared information about important happenings in their presbyteries. Some  
celebrated new Executive Leadership (Lackawanna – Barbara Smith and Donegal – Erin 
Cox-Holmes); some related how the October missionary focus engaged churches in their  
presbyteries with good dialogue; Northumberland reported forming a Task Force to join with  
Chambers of Commerce to focus on hospitality as the Marcellus Shale gas project gets  
underway; evangelists have been hired, training for new pastors organized, funds raised for  
disaster assistance, missional church partnerships have been formed, and mission trips  
have been – and will be -  organized for work in the United States and abroad. The Synod  
celebrates these many expressions of faith in God! 
 
The next business meeting of the Synod will be held Tuesday, June 22, 2010, at 1:30 PM at 
the conclusion of the Synod Summer Conference.  This will be held at the Penn Stater 
Conference Center in State College, Pennsylvania.                                                           
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