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Presbytery Hosts Houston Hodges

The Kiskiminetas Presbytery metin a
stated meeting at the Elderton Church
on Saturday, November 12. Worship
was led Rev. Houston Hodges, with
help from Rev. John Erthein and
members of the Elderton Church.

Numbers to Note

— Stated Clerk Rev. Donald Rising
reminded members that annual reports
are to be completed online, and the
deadline for submitting these reports is
February 22, 2006.

— The last day to file overtures that
would call for changes in the
constitution of the Presbyterian Church
(USA) with the General Assembly is
February 15, 2006.

— Executive Presbyter Wayne Yost
noted that due to a decrease in the
Synod’s portion, the 2006 per capita
has been reduced to $23.26.

Council Recommendations
Presbytery approved changing the
date of the January Presbytery
meeting at St. Benedicts Church to
Saturday, January 21, 2006.
Presbytery also approved a
partnership with the Rwanda Church
Region of Gitarama and received as a
first reading proposed changes in the
Manual for Administrative Operations.

Presbyterian Women

Debbie McCanna reported on the
successful mission trip to New
Windsor, MD with 44 persons
participating; the Fall Gathering at East
Brady with 98 women registered; the
2005 Synod PW mission project of
homes in Haiti and the 2006 project of
local camps; and the upcoming 2006
PW Churchwide Gathering in
Louisville.

Inquirers Introduced

Rev. Bob Goossen
introduced Inquirers
Johanna Wagner, a member
of the Ebenezer Church, and
Chip Stapleton, a member of
the Graystone Church. They
both spoke of their faith
journeys and answered
questions, after which the
Presbytery voted to move
them to the status of
Candidate.

The Presbytery in Mission
Rev. Bill Milligan spoke of
upcoming mission trips to
West Virginia, Louisiana,
and Rwanda in 2006.
Presbytery voted to reaffirm
its commitment to the Synod
of the Trinity Peacemaking
Network. Self Development
of People Chair Vin Miller
shared a request for $10,000
from the Synod of the Trinity
for the Coal Country
Hangout, a youth center in
Northern Cambria. The grant
will go toward a curriculum
for high school students for
environmental education.

Enrichment Events

Rev. Matt Jones encouraged
members to remain for the
afternoon workshop on
Interactive Worship
presented by Rev. Houston
Hodges. He also noted
events to come in 2006,
including Leader
Development Day, a
Multimedia Conference, and
Presbytery Day.

Pastoral Transitions

Committee on Ministry Chair Rev.
Jim Dietrich noted the following
pastoral changes:

— Dissolution of the pastoral
relationship between Rev. Kirk Orr
and the Clarion congregation, and
change of Kirk’s membership status
to member at large.

— Appointment of Rev. Wayne Yost
as moderator of the Clarion session.
— Appointment of Rev. Bob Moore
as part-time Interim Pastor at the
East Brady Church.

— Transfer of Rev. Dan Satler to the
Pittsburgh Presbytery.

— Approval of Rev. Matt Jones as
Designated Pastor for a two-year
term at the Shelocta Community
Church and dissolution of his Stated
Supply relationship with the Atwood
congregation. Installation service for
Matt will take place on Sunday,
January 8, at 3:00 p.m.

— Appointment of Rev. Tom Jones
as moderator of the Center Church
at Creekside and Rev. Bob Goossen
as moderator of the Plum Creek
Church at Willet.

Next Meeting

Moderator Bruce Shannon thanked
Rev. Erthein and the congregation of
the Elderton Church for hosting the
Presbytery. After a closing prayer the
meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m. The
next stated Presbytery meeting will
take place at 10:00 a.m. on
Saturday, January 21, 2006 at the
St. Benedict Church.

Reminder: The Presbytery Office and
Resource Center will be closed for

Thanksgiving on November 24 and 25.




PRESBYTERY OF KISKIMINETAS MISSION STATEMENT

Seeking to be faithful to the Great Commission of Christ and to fulfill the Great Ends of the Church, the mission of
Kiskiminetas Presbytery is:

< To be a partner in mission and ministry with the Sessions of the Presbytery, the Synod and the General Assembly;
< To provide care and oversight for the congregations and minister members of the Presbytery;

< To serve as a judicial court of the church; and

< To affirm the connectional relationships of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

MISSION/MINISTRY DIRECTIONS:

< The Presbytery will model Christian community in worship, stewardship, fellowship and encouragement in its structure,
staffing, programs, and meetings.

< The Preshytery will support and encourage Sessions as they lead the congregations in mission and ministry in a rapidly
changing world.

< The Presbytery will respond to the reality that we are becoming an “entry level” presbytery by supporting and nurturing first
call pastors and the congregation(s) they serve.

< The Preshytery will provide resources, training, and programming to assist Sessions to enhance congregational vitality and
faithfulness in mission and ministry. Areas of focus will include:
»  Member recruitment, assimilation, and care
»  Stewardship
» Reuvitalization or redevelopment
< The Presbytery will provide resources, training, and programming to assist Sessions in educational ministries. Areas of
focus will include:
*  Church School Support and Teacher Development
» Leadership Development for ministers, elders, deacons, and clerks of session
*  Worship and Spiritual Formation/Development
e Youth Ministry

< The Preshytery will develop a strategic plan for sharing pastoral leadership, merging, and/or closing of congregations with
severely limited ability to maintain a vital mission and ministry.

< The Presbytery will be a faithful partner with the Synod and General Assembly in mission interpretation and support.

< The Presbhytery will support Sessions which are seeking to address pressing social and economic issues affecting the
communities in which they minister.

< The Presbytery will seek to hear and to respond to God’s call for justice and social righteousness and to call
the churches of the Presbytery to do the same.

NEWS FROM THE PRESBYTERY OFFICE

2006 PER MEETINGS, HOLIDAYS, AND BEST WISHES ATTENTION

CAPITA q The next stated Presbytery Meeting will take place on TREASURERS!

Please note: Saturday, January 21, at the St. Benedict Church beginning at The year end cut-off for
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BETWEEN ME & THEE

| cannot begin to tell you how proud |
am of the members and congregations
of this Presbytery. Since the beginning
of 2005, following the December
Tsunami, this Presbytery has contri-
buted in excess of $158,000 to
Presbyterian Disaster Relief. Those
funds have been used and are being
used to bring comfort, food, medicine,
and hope to thousands upon thousands
affected by the tsunami, earthquakes
and hurricanes.

The Presbytery Council has acted to
send $10,000 of our non-designated
reserves, equally divided, to the Synods
of the Sun (Texas and Louisiana) and
Living Waters (Mississippi and
Alabama). The purpose of these gifts is
to provide assistance in covering the
compensation of presbytery staff,
ministers and church staff in the
hurricane ravaged presbyteries. Many
members of in the affected areas have
been and for the future will be scattered
in various parts of the country. Income
for ministers, church staff members and
presbytery staff is not coming in from
these congregations. Our gifts help in
expressing the inter-relatedness and
covenantal nature of our Presbyterian
experience.

| pray this out-pouring of generosity and
expression of Christian concern for “the
least of these” will continue as we enter
the holy seasons of Thanksgiving,
Advent, Christmas and Epiphany. What
better time for us to give thanks by
sharing a portion of the providential
bounty we have received? Donor
fatigue cannot be a disease which
hardens our hearts and closes our
wallets. While we have responded very

well to the tsunami and hurricanes, the
response to the earthquakes in
southeast Asia (Indian, Pakistan &
Kashmir) have barely begun to trickle in.
The bitterness of winter is fast
approaching in this area. While we
worry about the cost of heating our
homes this winter, many in southeast
Asia have no home, little food, and no
stove or oven to gather around. Itis
estimated that thousands may die as a
result of disease, hunger and exposure.
Whenever you have done it to one of
the least of these you have done it to
me.

There is no way of knowing what
disaster will next sweep across the face
of the earth. It seems that hunger,
disease, natural disasters and human
made disasters will be with us until the
great vision of the Kingdom is realized.
He will wipe away all tears from their
eyes; there will be no more death, and
no more mourning or sadness. Until
that day comes, we are called to be
agents of God’s love in Christ Jesus
proclaiming and demonstrating that love
to ALL people.

As disciples of Christ Jesus we must be
among the first to respond and the last
to leave whenever any are in need.
Thanks be to God that through the gift of
modern media we can instantly be
aware of the needs of others, near and
far. Thanks be to God that we are able
to reach out, in the name of Christ
Jesus, to respond to those needs.

Yours in service to Christ and the
Church,

Wayne



The Kiski Digest
Highlighting Some of the Churches and People in our Presbytery

(If you have items of special interest about the programs and activities of your congregation to include in the newsletter, please call
Lynn Rising at 724-783-7196, mail them to the Presbytery Office at PO Box 339, Yatesboro, 16263, or send them to Lynn via email

at Irising@kiskipby.org)

Successful CROP Walk in Brookuville Anniversary Celebrations
Sunday, October 2, was a perfect day for a ~ October 19" marked the 25"
walk - a CROP Walk, that is! 51 folks i ~. anniversary of the ordination of Reuv.
participated, including those from the Mark Davis. The Slate Lick
Brookville & Pisgah Preshyterian Churches, congregation honored him with a

other local churches, Boy Scouts, people from special service and catered

Brookville and surrounding area. The 5-mile walk began luncheon on October 16.

shortly after World Communion Sunday worship, and it started ~ ~ The Brookville

and ended at Brookville Presbyterian Church. A total of congregation honored Rev.

$2,789 was raised - 25% of which will be given to the T.J. Parlette on September

Brookville Area Ministerial Association Food Pantry. 251 as he celebrated his 15"

_ _ year of ordination. T.J. was presented

Looking for something to do over with a silver pitcher commemorating his
Thanksgiving holiday? ordination date of September 30.

Come visit Appleby Manor Presbyterian Church's
N 14th Annual train display. We feature a variety of
’J' model rail roads by various individuals. Admission
S -% is canned food which benefits Ford City's Food -
——— Bank and any monetary donations which support have a copy of each congregation’s
church missions. Hours of operations are as follows: mo_st C“”ef‘t church directory. Rlease
November 19,20, and 26: 2-4 and 6:30-8:30 PM mail (orbring) a copy to the office at 71
November 21-25: 6:30-8:30 PM W. Main Street in Yatesboro. You may
Additional information can be obtained by calling the church mail directories to the attention of
office 724-763-1010. Donna Doutt.

Wanted: YOUR Church Directory!
The Preshytery Office would like to

Journey to Bethlehem Free to a Good Home: Piano

Once again, Concord and Mt. Zion Churches will An_upngh_t Cabl_e Nelson piano, made in
present an opportunity to relive the wonders of _//\ (_:h|c_ago, Is avallable at na charge_ to b
Christ’s birth, listen to the prophecy of Isaiah, ' j ) flféénéﬁgedﬁiﬁ)%girjir(;'n{;ﬁsp??gclosr:jnof
travel through the marketplace of Bethlehem, @%@ ”l } 9 | ) ; 1949. | d
talk to the shepherds in the field, and see the = :)eﬁ?yai‘; trl:eglggnsslir;)?ee for pi(.:k?r;[SrS;th q
baby in the manger. Performances are ; )

December 3, from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m., and December 4, 3:00 to transporting the piano from the Dayton
6:30 p.m. at the Concord Presbyterian Church between Baum Glade Run Church. For more

and Belknap. Donations for a local charity will be accepted. information, contact Don Rising at 814-

For more information, contact Rose Aden at 814-257-9899. 257'.8566 or via email at
donrising@alltel.net.

Our Congregations Reach Out to Disaster Victims

Thus far in 2005, congregations have given generously through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to aid
the victims hurricanes, tsunamis, and earthquakes. A 2005 combined total of $158,000.000 to date has
been received from our churches for PDA assistance to victims of hurricanes, the tsunami, and
earthquakes. In addition, some of our congregations have made or are planning to make trips to the south
to assist those affected by hurricanes and flooding. The Brockway Church sent a group for one week in
October on a mission trip to Thibodaux, LA. The Cross Roads Community Church in Leechburg is
planning a trip to Mississippi or Louisiana to a PDA tent site in January. Friends and members of the
United Church of Blairsville who have participated in Tri-Cities Work Camp trips in the past are planning a
trip in February to the Gulf coast of Mississippi. We thank God for generosity and work that has been and
is being done, and we pray for continued recovery and rebuilding efforts.








