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New Church Formed in Kiski Presbytery

The Kiskiminetas Presbytery met
in a stated meeting at First
Church, Clarion at 10:00 a.m. on
Tuesday, June 28. Worship was
led by host pastor Rev. Kirk Orr
and Rev. Gary Lyon. Gary and
wife Lisa are co-pastors of the
newly formed Cross Roads
Community Presbyterian Church
in Leechburg. His sermon “Thrive
- Grow - Change” was reflective of
the hope of the new congregation
as well as challenging to already
existing congregations.

Money Matters

Presbytery received the proposed
2006 budget as a first reading and
action was taken to adopt a
presbytery per capita of $15.69.
Presbytery also approved a 2%
increase in the 2006 Minimum
Terms of Call and an increase of
$100 in the study leave allowance
for ministers.

Diversity Encouraged

Soga Ewedemi, Chair of the
Committee on Representation,
recommended several proposals
to encourage diversity in our
church membership as well as in
our pulpit supply contingent.

Warm Bodies NOT Needed
Rev. Lisa Lyon spoke for the
Nominations Committee, which is
seeking to broaden the pool of
nominees for presbytery
committees. The committee
needs people who are answering
God’s call to service. Ellen
Lawrence was elected to succeed
Michael Wilson as Chair of the
Administration Committee.

PW Highlights

Moderator Sally Early reported
that 18 women from Kiski
attended the Synod Gathering in
June. She also noted upcoming
calendar events - the picnic in
July, September mission trip to
New Windsor, MD, and Fall
Gathering at East Brady.

Programs to Support Your
Church

Rev. Erin Cox-Holmes highlighted
presbytery-sponsored events in
the 2005-06 program year: Clergy
Retreat, Wills & Endowments
Seminar, Fall Transformation with
Houston Hodges, Leader Training
with Israel Galindo, Multimedia in
Worship with Michael Bausch, and
Presbytery Day with Dennis
Dewey. A Spring Youth Rally will
take place as a stand-alone event
in April of 2006.

Inquirer Dan Clark Introduced
Rev. Bob Goossen encouraged
prayer for the presbytery’s
Inquirers and Candidates. Dan
Clark of the Clarion church was
introduced. Art. Seaman and
Rosalie Brown were named as
ordination exam readers.

Recognition of Service
Executive Preshyter Wayne Yost
recognized those ministers who
are honorably retired or members
at large who are celebrating
special ordination anniversaries,
and he presented certificates to
those present. Sue Ann Murray,
Kwasi Yirenkyi, Bob Henry, John
Foester, Sam Phoebus, Thom
Prosser, Bill Starr, and Vin
Stratton were honored.

From 2 to New

The Action Team from the Calvary
and Gray Stone Churches in
Leechburg displayed banners and
described the process used to
unite those two congregations to
form the Cross Roads Community
Presbyterian Church of
Leechburg. A plan of union was
approved.

New Moderators Appointed

The Committee on Ministry moved

the approval of the transfer of

Rev. Elizabeth Rogers to the

Presbytery of Baltimore and Rev.

Amy Jelensperger to the

Presbytery of Western New York.

COM moved the appointment of

the following moderators and

effective dates:

4 Rev. David Caves, Crooked
Creek; July 1

4 Rev. Art Seaman, Ford City,
First; July 1

4 Rev. Bill Mumaw I, Leechburg,
Allegheny; July 24

4 Rev. Lisa Lyon, Clinton; July 24

4 Rev. Mark Davis, Srader Grove;
July 24

4 Rev. Katie Ward Stear, Crete;
June 15

4 Rev. David Salinger, Black Lick;
July 1

4 Rev. Mark Cantaral, Oliveburg,
June 1

Next Meeting

Moderator Shannon thanked the
Clarion congregation and Rev. Orr
and adjourned the meeting at 2:30
p.m. with prayer. The next stated
presbytery meeting will be held on
September 13, 2005 at 7:00 p.m.
at the Cross Roads Community
Church in Leechburg.



PRESBYTERY OF KISKIMINETAS MISSION STATEMENT

Seeking to be faithful to the Great Commission of Christ and to fulfill the Great Ends of the Church, the mission of
Kiskiminetas Presbytery is:

» To be a partner in mission and ministry with the Sessions of the Preshytery, the Synod and the General Assembly;
» To provide care and oversight for the congregations and minister members of the Presbytery;

» To serve as a judicial court of the church; and

» To affirm the connectional relationships of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

MISSION/MINISTRY DIRECTIONS:

» The Presbytery will model Christian community in worship, stewardship, fellowship and encouragement in its structure,
staffing, programs, and meetings.
» The Preshytery will support and encourage Sessions as they lead the congregations in mission and ministry in a rapidly
changing world.
» The Presbytery will respond to the reality that we are becoming an “entry level” presbytery by supporting and nurturing first
call pastors and the congregation(s) they serve.
» The Preshytery will provide resources, training, and programming to assist Sessions to enhance congregational vitality and
faithfulness in mission and ministry. Areas of focus will include:
»  Member recruitment, assimilation, and care
«  Stewardship
* Revitalization or redevelopment
» The Presbytery will provide resources, training, and programming to assist Sessions in educational ministries. Areas of
focus will include:
*  Church School Support and Teacher Development
» Leadership Development for ministers, elders, deacons, and clerks of session
*  Worship and Spiritual Formation/Development
e Youth Ministry

» The Preshytery will develop a strategic plan for sharing pastoral leadership, merging, and/or closing of congregations with
severely limited ability to maintain a vital mission and ministry.

» The Presbytery will be a faithful partner with the Synod and General Assembly in mission interpretation and support.

» The Preshytery will support Sessions which are seeking to address pressing social and economic issues affecting the
communities in which they minister.

» The Presbytery will seek to hear and to respond to God’s call for justice and social righteousness and to call the churches of
the Presbytery to do the same.

INFORMATION PLEASE

DID YOU KNOW...

The Moderator of the 216
General Assembly is Elder
Rick Ufford-Chase; Vice

Moderator is Rev. Jean Marie| |BUT small congregations tend to shine in several areas, such as

Based on membership, a SMALL CHURCH has less than 100
members, and 46% of PCUSA churches are considered small.

e[

Peacock. Rev. Clifton helping worshipers grow spiritually, actively involving many worshipers,
Kirkpatrick is the General providing a strong sense of belonging, sharing faith with others, and
Assembly Stated Clerk. empowering many people as leaders. The theme running through these five

suggests that small congregations are more connected: to each other, to the
Questions about the congregation, and to their faith.

Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A))? Check the PCUSA
web page, www.pcusa.org.

For more information on Small Churches Doing Big Things, see the
July/August issue of Presbyterians Today or visit www.pcusa.org/today/.




The Kiski Digest

at Irising@kiskipby.org)

Highlighting Some of the Churches and People in our Presbytery

(If you have items of special interest about the programs and activities of your congregation to include in the newsletter, please call
Lynn Rising at 724-783-7196, mail them to the Presbytery Office at PO Box 339, Yatesboro, 16263, or send them to Lynn via email

New Bethlehem’s “Spring of Water in the Wilderness”

For those of you who may think that the age of miracles is past,
check out this "spring of water in the wilderness." On a recent
Wednesday night, the New Bethlehem church had an officers' retreat.
Of a possible 28 officers invited, we had ...28. We took the results of a
year's worth of study of the Bible, THE PURPOSE DRIVEN LIFE and
THE PURPOSE DRIVEN CHURCH, together with contributions from
the congregation, and produced a purpose statement for our church.

We will (God willing) complete the task this coming Wednesday night
by attaching actual strategies to this purpose which will make it real in
our mission to this community!

It's an exciting time in our church's life: we feel that our efforts will be
more focused and powerful, thanks to asking our God one crucial
question: "What do You want us to do in this time and place?"

We commend this study to you and hope that we can be of help to
others who struggle to fulfill the great ends of the church "in such a

time as this."

Mission Travels

Please hold in prayer Mary Lou and Warren Riegel and daughter Jane
from the Ridgway Church, who head to Mexico July 9-23. Their goal

is to help bring sight, along with God’s word, via the Medical Eye
Mission.

Music Camp at Elderton

Musicians from age 8 through adult participated in the third
annual Music Camp at the Elderton Church. For 3 mornings
in June, 13 children learned to play handbells or chimes,
sang, played games, and of course, enjoyed snacks. An
evening performance climaxed the event.

New Youth Group Formed

As of June 12, the youth groups of the Slate Lick and Freeport
churches combined to form a bigger, better youth group. Their first joint
meeting was a picnic outing at Slate Lick. The new fellowship is open
to young people grades 6 through 12, with meetings alternating from
one church to the other held twice a month. A new name for the group
has not yet been chosen.

From 2 to New!

R God is doing a new thing in Leechburg! The former Calvary
CROSS and Gray Stone churches united their congregations to
A become the Cross Roads Community Presbyterian
D Church, effective July 1. An Action Team consisting of
members from both churches prayed, planned, and guided

the congregations through the detail-laden path of merging.

Their labors culminated in the jubilant “closing and opening”
worship and celebration on June 5. The month of June was the
opportunity for all members and friends of the two former churches to
sign on as charter members of the Cross Roads church. Revs. Gary &
Lisa Lyon are co-pastors of the Cross Roads Church.

Important Milestones!

The St. Benedict Presbyterian
Church in St. Benedict will

celebrate its 100th
o3
i
N/

anniversary on July
16 & 17, 2005. A
sl
Church AXr niversary

dedication service will
be held at 4PM,
Saturday, followed by
a dinner and social hour. A joint
service with sister church, St.
Paul's, led by Pastor Marty
Cartmell will be held Sunday
morning at 10:30 AM. A
luncheon will be served
afterwards. Sunday evening, a
choirfest/hymn sing is planned.

Sunday, July 10, marks the
commemoration of 150 years of
witness and worship of the Zion
Presbyterian Church in
Reynoldsville. Worship at 9:30
will be followed by a picnic and
other special activities
throughout the day. Rev. Steven
Hendrickson is the pastor.

Mortgage Burning

June 5 was a big day

for the Dayton Glade

Run congregation. A

special worship service
was followed by a luncheon
served in the Academy, the
newly rebuilt facility housing
Sunday School classrooms,
office space, fellowship hall and
kitchen. A mortgage burning was
part of the celebration.
Demolition of the old Academy
began in March of 2004 and
construction of the new facility
was completed that October. The
money borrowed for the project
was paid off by May 31, 2005,
thanks to contributions and fund-
raising efforts.

¢




NEWSYou Can Use

Congregations Awarded by Union-PSCE for Excellence in Education Ministry
Union Theological Seminary and Presbyterian School of Christian Education each year
awards congregations in the Presbyterian Church (USA) for outstanding programs in early
childhood education, excellence in Christian education, effective youth ministry and
outreach and social concern. These four Congregation Awards are presented at the
annual Association of Presbyterian Church Educators Conference (APCE). Since 1991,
55 churches in 24 states have received these awards. Each award carries a $1000
contribution to assist the congregations in their ministries. If your church would like to apply for one of
the Union-PSCE Congregation Awards, please call April Swofford for an application at (804) 254-8047 or
800 299-2990 ext. 747 or e-mail aswofford@union-psce.edu. The deadline for the 2006 Awards is
November 1, 2005.

Christian Associates 35™ Anniversary Celebration Events

& Marty Haugen Worship Conference

October 15, 2005

Beulah Presbyterian Church

2500 McCrady Road, Pittsburgh
Liturgical composer and hymn writer Marty Haugen and Pastor Susan Briehl will lead this conference for
clergy, parish musicians, worship planners and anyone interested in renewing and enriching worship.

8 Ecumenical Preaching Seminar

The Gospel of Mark and Unemployment

November 3, 2005

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
This third annual preaching seminar features Dr. Bonnie Thurston on the Gospel of Mark, the lectionary
Gospel beginning Advent 2005. Dr. Curtis Jones will address the importance of work and the continuing
issues of unemployment and underemployment and will preach on the theme of the conference. Table
discussions will take place with labor leaders, career counselors, community organizers, and economic
development specialists.

More information for both events can be found at http://www.casp.org/PDF%20docs/Brochure.pdf.

Campolo Tapes Available For Everything, a Season: Tsunami Relief
If you missed Tony Campolo's visit A Study of the Liturgical Calendar Update
to our Presbytery in February, his Horizons Bible Study 2005-06 As of May 31, the

presentation was captured on audio
cassette tape, courtesy of

congregations of
August 26-27, 2005 Kiski

Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Caldwell will lead this

the Graystone, Indiana ) . . ) Presbytery
church. The two-tape set mtroductl_on the current _Horlzons Bible have

is available while supplies study. This workshop will be valuable to ¢, hyip teqd

last at a cost of $5. those Ieadlng PW circle groups or for a total of
Contact the Presbytery Office those who wish to know more about $46,040.15
(kisiki@Kiskipby.org or how the liturgical calendar works. through our
724-783-7196) if you would like to Register with the Office of Continuing denomination to

Ed at 412-362-5610, ext 2196 or via

. Tsunami Relief.
email at coned@pts.edu.

purchase a set.




2005-06 Programs
to Support Your Church

The Presbytery of Kiskiminetas

www.kiskipby.org

Kiskl CLERGY RETREAT

“THE SOUL OF PASTORAL LEADERSHIP”
FEATURING REV. E. STANLEY OTT

E. Stanley Ott is the senior pastor of the Pleasant Hills
Community Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh and
founder of the Vital Churches Institute. Ott is the author of
"Twelve Dynamic Shifts for Transforming Your Church."”
"The Vibrant Church," "The Joy of Discipling," "Small
Group Life", and "Transforming Your Church with Ministry
Teams."

September 26-27, 2005
(Monday lunch through
Tuesday lunch)

Antiochian Village
‘ near Ligonier, PA

Cost is $55 per person for double occupancy; $85 per
person for single occupancy. The actual cost to the
Presbytery is $93/double and $123/single, plus the
honorarium for Stan. The costs beyond your portion are
subsidized through congregational mission support. Cost
includes lunch and dinner on Monday and breakfast and
lunch on Tuesday. This noon-to-noon retreat will feature
Stan focusing on the "leadership soul” of the pastor.

GETTING A FINANCIAL GRIP:
WILLS & ENDOWMENTS EMPHASIS

Thursday, October 27, 2005
6:30 p.m. Registration; 7-9:00 p.m. Seminar
Marion Center Church

For the church community, as well as worldwide
ministries, receiving a bequest is a blessing beyond
measure and one which can grow over time. The
Foundation actively supports wills emphasis programs at
the local church level to increase support for mission. Phil
Blake, Area Representative of the Presbyterian Church
(USA) Foundation, will lead this seminar. There is no
charge for this event, but reservations are necessary by
October 20.

FALL TRANSFORMATION 2005:

“INTERACTIVE WORSHIP”
FEATURING HOUSTON HODGES

November 12, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
Following lunch after the
November Presbytery Meeting
Elderton Church

t's presbytery custom for the afternoon of the
I November Presbytery meeting to be a “Transformation”
event, dedicated to revitalizing congregations &
congregational leaders. We're delighted to bring back
Houston Hodges, who will explore some of the mystery
and suggest some of the possibilities of interactive

(717,

worship. Houston is a retired Presbyterian

minister who was our keynote speaker for .
Leader Training Day in 1999. He has served =L
the church in parish ministry, as an Executive

Presbyter, and as editor of a national tk%l
magazine for Presbyterian leaders. He is the author of
Circle of Years: A Caregiver’s Journal, the story of his
mother’s battle against dementia.

LEADER TRAINING 2006

“HIDDEN LIVES OF CONGREGATIONS”
FEATURING ISRAEL GALINDO

ALSO WORKSHOPS FOR CHURCH LEADERS

Sunday, February 19, 2006 A
3:00-6:45 p.m. =
Marion Center Church %ﬁ
Is your congregation faced with lack of Ef }ﬁ‘(ﬁ}ﬂ’
direction, crisis, or just plain “stuckness”? Uﬂ : =JJ M

Israel Galindo will help us make sense of
what is going on in the life of a
congregation, as he views some of the invisible dynamics
at play. Plan now to take advantage of this wonderful
opportunity. Also available are training classes for
deacons, elders, treasurers, and clerks of session. Watch
for more detalils.



Congregational Ministries

“MULTIMEDIA IN WORSHIP”
FEATURING MICHAEL BAUSCH AND TERI DARY
Punxsutawney Church

Sunday, March 5, 3-6:00 p.m.
Monday, March 6, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

If you are considering using multimedia in worship but

aren’t quite convinced or need to learn the basics, this

workshop is a great place to begin!

4 Learn how to plan worship integrating clips from
popular films and music.

4 See how to add projectors, screens, & computers to a
typical worship space.

4 Discuss why visuals are so important to today’s
worshiping communities.

4 Receive tips for building support for using visuals in
your own church.

4 Understand how a worship team works together.

4 Gain insight about the teams you'll need and how to
recruit them.

¢ Reflect theologically about technology, worship, and
culture.

4 Learn about three ways to use media in worship:
lllustrative, Supportive, and Interactive.

Michael Bausch is pastor of the Union—Congregational
Church United Church of Christ of Waupun, Wisconsin,
where he and a worship team offer a multimedia worship
service as part of their Sunday morning schedule. Teri
Dary serves as media arts coordinator at the church. A
liturgical media artist, she produces the worship
presentations each week. Dary and Bausch have been
feature presenters at numerous conferences and
seminars. Bausch is the author of Silver Screen, Sacred
Story: Using Multimedia in Worship published by Alban
Institute.

YOUTH RALLY 2006
%, Sunday, April 23, 2006

3:00 to 6:00 p.m.
SUE . -
@\ \.)3 Hadley Union Building

//\ at Indiana University of PA

Plans are currently in the works for an

exciting youth rally for Kiski young folks. Our recent youth
rallies have enjoyed a great turn-out and excellent
reviews. Reserve this date on your calendar and watch
for more details.

www .kiskipby.org

PRESBYTERY DAY 2006

“BIBLICAL STORYTELLING”
FEATURING REV. DENNIS DEWEY

Sunday, May 7, 2006
2:30-7:30 p.m.
Monday, May 8, 2006
Preaching Workshop for Pastors/CLPs
Calvary & Graystone Churches in Indiana

Presbytery Day 2006 will feature
workshops for adults, a program for
children, dinner and worship! This
year our keynote speaker and
worship leader is Rev. Dennis
Dewey, a "minister of biblical story."

Participants in this seminar will discover how
post-modern Christians discover pre-literate spirituality
that is both ancient and contemporary. Plan to attend
if you are a preacher or teacher who wants to learn to
perform biblical texts as lively stories. Young folks are
invited, too!

Rev. Dewey is internationally acclaimed as a master
biblical storyteller. An ordained minister of the
Presbyterian Church (USA), he has performed and
taught at hundreds of venues all over the world.
Dewey has been featured at the National Storytelling
Festival, Princeton Theological Seminary's Institute of
Theology, the Joseph Campbell Festival, Oxford
University and on national television. Dennis is also
the Program Director of the Network of Biblical
Storytellers.

Here’s what others have said about Dennis Dewey:

% “Dewey helped our congregation find connections
between the biblical stories and their own stories!"

% “I've been going to church all my life, but never
heard the story until Dennis Dewey told it!”

PRESBYTERY OF KISKIMINETAS

P.O. Box 339, 71 W. Main St.
Yatesboro, PA 16263
www.kiskipby.org

Phone: 724-783-7196
Fax: 724-783-7198
Email: kiski@Kkiskipby.org




Mark your calendars now for an event for pastors that you won't want to miss!

The Soul of the Pastoral Leader

featuring Rev. E. Stanley Ott

N

Pastors’ Retreat (spouses invited, too!)

September 26-27, 2005
(Monday lunch through Tuesday lunch)
Antiochian Village near Ligonier, PA

Stan is the senior pastor of the Pleasant Hills Community Presbyterian Church in
Pittsburgh and founder of the Vital Churches Institute. Ott is the author of "Twelve
Dynamic Shifts for Transforming Your Church.” "The Vibrant Church,” "The Joy of
Discipling,” "Small Group Life", and “Transforming Your Church with Ministry Teams.”

Cost is $55 per person for double occupancy; $85 per person for single occupancy. The actual cost to the
Presbytery is $93/double and $123/single, plus the honorarium for Stan. The costs beyond your portion
are subsidized through congregational mission support. Cost includes lunch and dinner on Monday and
breakfast and lunch on Tuesday. This noon-to-noon retreat will feature Stan focusing on the “leadership
soul” of the pastor.

Don't want to attend seminars on stewardship and preaching? Then take the “un-programmed” option: bring
a book, go golfing; go shopping. Visit the Antiochian Village website http://www.antiochianvillage.org for
other opportunities.

This event is co-sponsored by the Committees on Ministry and Congregational Ministries.




JOY - PEACE - HOPE

0
° o _ .
-A ~ Greetings Presbyterian Women,
~ | send you greetings of great joy! 172 women attended the 14™ gathering of

Presbyterian Women in the Synod of the Trinity on June 16, 17 and 18. This
PRESBYTERIAN V@S My first experience atone of these gatherings; and oh what a great time |
WOMEN had! We laughed, we cried, we sang, and we prayed.

We attended workshops, worship, Bible study and communion. We heard
testimonies from women of faith. We shopped, were entertained, ate and rode golf carts. All this and
more on the peaceful college campus at Waynesburg, Pa. Thanks to all of you, the people of Haiti
have hope. Your contributions of $3,144.71 added to the other 15 Presbyterian Women'’s groups
totaled over $40,000.00 to build concrete and wood homes for our brothers and sisters of Haiti.
Praise God, we far exceeded our goal of $27,000.00! Good job, ladies!

It was a great honor to have the Rev. Jean Marie Peacock, vice moderator of General Assembly, as our
keynote speaker the Rev. Carman Cox-Harwell of Pittsburgh Presbytery showed us the “seasons of our
lives.” \We are very proud of the great jobs done by our own Jeanne Henry and Debbie Britton as
music leaders, Kay Deasey as hospitality coordinator, Fran Trusal as treasurer and Nicole Johnson as
global exchange partner to Brazil.

Others attending from Kiski were Jean Smith, Betty Grunstra, Irene Mohney, Joyce Johnson, Judy
Clark, Cindy Stants, Michelle Deitz, Nancy Campbell, Judy Montgomery, Velma McMaster, Nancy
Schrecengost and Betty Reash.

“To God be the glory, great things he has done! | hope your heart dances with joy each day in the
goodness of the Lord.”

Lovingly,
Sally

July 27: PW picnic Sharp’s Campground, Shelocta 10:00 a.m. I
Please bring a covered dish, table service, lawn chair and a friend. |

I
August 10: CT meeting Falls Creek - 10:00 a.m. |

September 27, 28, 29: New Windsor, Maryland Mission Trip |
Seats are still available for men and women. Contact: Kay Deasey |
814-265-0771 |

October 5: Fall Gathering 10:00 a.m. East Brady

Event for 2006

Scholarship grants available and due by November 1.
Registration also begins November 1 - contact Sally Early for
forms 724-525-4159

I
I
I
|
July 7 -11, 2006: Churchwide Gathering, Louisville, KY |
I
I
I
I



Looking for some summer reading? Look no further!

The Kiski Resource Center has a great assortment of books for spiritual
renewal or just plain enjoyable reading!

+¢ Help! I'm a Pastor! (BK 1BA 027) This guide to parish ministry offers counsel about a wide range of
topics related both to the pastor's professional ministry and personal life. Topics include beginning a new
ministry, balancing the personal and professional, wrestling with conflict, worrying about finances, and
preaching.

+»+ Letters from Maybe (BK 8AX 044) Following a folksy formula reminiscent of Garrison Keillor, these
homespun letters report on the people and rhythms of everyday life in a typical small town.

++ How to Survive Being a Presbyterian (BK 1GX 016) This so-called "merry manual celebrating the funny
foibles of the frozen chosen" gently skewers the history, worship habits, and the endless committee
meetings of the church.

+» The Choir that Couldn’t Sing (BK 8AX 006) Some of the idiosyncracies of mainstream Christian
churches are examined in this collection of humorous, illustrated short stories.

¢ Ministry is a High Calling (Aim Low) (BK 1BD 017) Kurt Schuermann, an ordained Methodist minister,
gives insights into the ups and downs of the lives of clergy with great humor and perspicacity.

The Kiskiminetas Resource Center
71 W. Main Street, Yatesboro

Phone: 724-783-7406
Email at kiski@kiskipby.org
Search online at www.kiskipby.org




