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Officers Installed at January Presbytery Meeting

The Kiskiminetas Presbytery  met in a stated
meeting at the Marion Center Church on
Saturday, January 8, at 10:00 a.m. Worship was
led by incoming presbytery Moderator and host
pastor Rev. Bruce Shannon and outgoing
Moderator Jeanne Henry. The service included
the celebration of the Lord’s Supper and a time to
remember those elders and ministers who died in
2004.

New Officers Installed
Rev. Bruce Shannon was installed as 2005
Moderator of Presbytery, along with Rev. Martha
Cartmell as Vice Moderator and Elder Jeanne
Henry as Chair of Council. Jeanne was
recognized for her service and presented with a
gavel.

Reminder from Stated Clerk
Rev. Donald Rising reminded pastors and clerks
that this year reporting for the annual statistical
reports could be done online and that deadline for
submission is February 22, 2005. He also
nominated Rev. Clyde Mighells as recording clerk
for 2005.

Upcoming Events
Rev. Mary Louise McCullough highlighted several
seminars and presentations scheduled for the
coming months, which include:
^ Leader Development Day in January
^ “The Kingdom of God is a Party!” presented by
Tony Campolo in February
^ Visitation Team Training in March
^ Bereavement Care Training in April
^ Presbytery Day in April

Executive Presbyter’s Report
Rev. Wayne Yost used a powerpoint presentation
to give his annual report to the presbytery. (Text
of the report can be found in this newsletter.)

Committee on Ministry Business
COM approved the call of Rev. Timothy Monroe
to serve as Designated Pastor of the United
Presbyterian Church of Blairsville, effective
January 1. An installation service will be held at
Blairsville on February 13 at 3:00 p.m.
The following moderator appointments were
approved, effective January 1:
^ Arcadia Marty Cartmell
^ Crete Elizabeth Rogers
^ Gilgal Don Rising
^ Rochester Mills Katie Ward Stear
^ Rossiter Mark Gaskill
^ Rayne Bobbi Torrance
^ Washington Jeff Denlinger
^ Shelocta Matt Jones
^ Plum Creek Matt Jones
^ Fisher Jay Montgomery
^ Miola Jay Montgomery

Members were also reminded that the 2005 IRS
mileage reimbursement is 40.5 cents per mile.

Passage of Amendments
All proposed amendments to the Book of Order
were approved.

Guest Speakers
Presbytery heard special reports and updates
from Idamarie Epstein of the Camping
Association, Philip Blake of the Presbyterian
Foundation, Steve Proctor of Presbyterian
Homes, and Don Hamm of the National Church
Insurance Program.

Next Meeting
Moderator Shannon thanked all who helped with
the meeting and adjourned the meeting at 2:37
p.m. The next stated presbytery meeting will be
held on March 8 at 7:00 p.m. at the Homer City
Church.



PRESBYTERY OF KISKIMINETAS MISSION STATEMENT

Seeking to be faithful to the Great Commission of Christ and to fulfill the Great Ends of the Church, the mission of
Kiskiminetas Presbytery is:
< To be a partner in mission and ministry with the Sessions of the Presbytery, the Synod and the General Assembly;
< To provide care and oversight for the congregations and minister members of the Presbytery;
< To serve as a judicial court of the church; and
< To affirm the connectional relationships of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

MISSION/MINISTRY DIRECTIONS:
< The Presbytery will model Christian community in worship, stewardship, fellowship and encouragement in its structure,

staffing, programs, and meetings.
< The Presbytery will support and encourage Sessions as they lead the congregations in mission and ministry in a rapidly

changing world.
< The Presbytery will respond to the reality that we are becoming an “entry level” presbytery by supporting and nurturing first

call pastors and the congregation(s) they serve.
< The Presbytery will provide resources, training, and programming to assist Sessions to enhance congregational vitality and

faithfulness in mission and ministry.  Areas of focus will include:
• Member recruitment, assimilation, and care
• Stewardship
• Revitalization or redevelopment

< The Presbytery will provide resources, training, and programming to assist Sessions in educational ministries.  Areas of
focus will include:

• Church School Support and Teacher Development
• Leadership Development for ministers, elders, deacons, and clerks of session
• Worship and Spiritual Formation/Development
• Youth Ministry

< The Presbytery will develop a strategic plan for sharing pastoral leadership, merging, and/or closing of congregations with
severely limited ability to maintain a vital mission and ministry.

< The Presbytery will be a faithful partner with the Synod and General Assembly in mission interpretation and support.
< The Presbytery will support Sessions which are seeking to address pressing social and economic issues affecting the

communities in which they minister.
< The Presbytery will seek to hear and to respond to God’s call for justice and social righteousness and to call the churches of

the Presbytery to do the same.

Important Dates for 2005

Stated Presbytery Meetings

January 8 Marion Center 10:00 a.m.
March 8 Homer City 7:00 p.m.
May 10 Brockway 7:00 p.m.
June 28 Clarion, First 10:00 a.m.
September 13 Leechburg, Gray Stone 7:00 p.m.
November 12 Elderton 10:00 a.m.

Newsletter Deadlines & Mail Dates

Deadline Mail Dates
January 11 January 14
March 11 March 16
May 16 May 20
July 5 July 8
September 15 September 20
November 15 November 18



The Kiski DigestThe Kiski Digest
Highlighting Some of the Churches and People in our Presbytery

(If you have items of special interest about the programs and activities of your congregation to include in the newsletter, please call
Lynn Rising at 724-783-7196, mail them to the Presbytery Office at PO Box 339, Yatesboro, 16263, or send them to Lynn via email
at lrising@kiskipby.org) 

Pastoral Transitions
Farewell and Godspeed to Revs.
Bob and Carol Orr, who completed
their ministry in the Kiski Presbytery
on December 31 and will be residing
in Florida. Bob has served the
Shelocta congregation since 1990;
prior to that he served the
Tunnelton, Kent, and Ebenezer
churches for 11 years. Carol has
served the Crete church since 1986.
Both have worked in and for the
presbytery in a variety of ways, and
they will be missed. Their address in
Florida after the middle of January
will be: 53 Ivanhoe Drive, Ormond
Beach FL  32176.

Best wishes to Rev. Timothy
Monroe as he begins his new call at
the Blairsville Church in January.
Tim has served as area minister for
the 6 churches in the Northern
Indiana County Area Ministry since
1988. His installation service at
Blairsville will take place on Sunday,
February 13, at 3:00 p.m.

Thanks from St. Andrews
On behalf of St. Andrew’s

Village, I wish
to thank the
many loving
people from
the churches
of the
Kiskiminetas

Presbytery for the wonderful
donations that were
provided for the resident
Christmas gift and Stocking
stuffer project this year. With
your help, every resident
received a beautiful gift at
the Christmas party and
found a filled stocking
beside their bed on
Christmas morning. Your
concern for our elderly
residents as well as your
participation in the programs
at St. Andrew's Village
continues to be greatly
appreciated!

Donna Kanyan,
Director, Volunteer Services

Calling Small Churches!
Some small congregations
accomplish more in mission,
Christian education, worship
and justice ministries than
churches many times their
size. Presbyterians Today will
tell the stories of some of
these "small churches doing
big things" in an upcoming
issue. We invite readers to
suggest churches (with
average worship attendance
of 100 or less) to feature.
Please send the church's
name, location and telephone
number, and tell us why this
particular congregation
should be highlighted in
Presbyterians Today. Send
your suggestions by March 1
to Small Churches,
Presbyterians Today, 100
Witherspoon St., Louisville,
KY 40202-1396; fax: (502)
569-8632; or email:
today@pcusa.org.

Presbyterians Help Earthquake and Tsunami Victims in Southeast Asia

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is issuing a churchwide appeal, hoping to
achieve a goal of 2.5 million dollars to help the people of Southeast Asia. We hope
you will consider making a financial contribution to help meet this goal. The
Presbytery office will serve as the processing agent for contributions from our
churches. Congregations are encouraged to collect special offerings for this effort
and to send them to the Presbytery office. Please make certain that the offering is
submitted on a Presbytery Mission Remittance form, with check marked clearly

"Tsunami Relief;" include the PDA project number #DR000167. While PDA is also receiving individual
donations online at www.pcusa.org, we encourage all donations to be coordinated by congregations and
remitted to the presbytery office, so that we may have an accurate report regarding local donations.

There are additional ways to be of help in these first few weeks following the disaster. PDA is lifting up the
Gift of the Heart health kits, as well as medical boxes that will be provided through InterChurch Medical
Assistance (IMA). You can find out more details about these items online at www.pcusa.org/pda.
 



News You Can Use
Calling All SOUPER Heroes!

Souper Bowl of Caring
February 6, 2005 

What is the Souper Bowl of
Caring? This national event,
which occurs every year on the
same Sunday as the NFL's
Super Bowl, is traditionally led
by youth in local congregations

who stand at sanctuary exits following
worship services on that Sunday and
collect $1 and/or one can of food from
each parishioner to support local,
national, and international anti-hunger
efforts. The amount each congregation
collects is reported that day to the
national Souper Bowl office by phone or
online, and the national total is posted
online as it grows. In 2004 $4,262,503
was collected from 12,762
organizations. Join forces and battle
hunger with thousands of youth.  For
more information visit
www.souperbowl.org.

2005 Visiting Theologian Weekend
Living and Learning as God’s People

February 25-28, 2005
Zion Lutheran Church, Indiana

This 3-day event features presentations
& discussion, a workshop for
congregational teachers and leaders,
and a convocation for pastors and
parish leaders. For more information,
contact Zion Lutheran at 724-465-5597
or visit www.zionlutherans.com. 

CAPNWP Employment
Opportunities

The Camping Association of
the Presbyteries of

Northwestern PA is now accepting
applications for positions on the 2005
summer staffs at Camp Lambec and
Westminster Highlands. If you are
interested in summer camp
employment, contact the camping office
at 724-662-4481 and request the
‘Employment Opportunities’ packet.

9th Annual Summer Youth Institute
at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary

July 9-23, 2005
Mark your calendars for this Christian
community challenging youth to grow in faith
and gain deeper understanding of the Gospel
and its implications for today’s world. The
Summer Youth Institute provides an
opportunity for daily Bible study, shadowing
local pastors, mission within the community, small groups
for prayer and reflection, daily worship, music, drama,
plus a chance to enjoy some of the fun activities in
Pittsburgh. Applicants must be graduating from high
school in 2006. For more information visit
www.summeryouthinstitute.org or call 800-451-4194.

Seminary Offers Courses for Church Educators
The Presbyterian Church (USA) has a certification
process for educators in place, in order to better equip
them for ministry in their congregations.  Depending on
the level of certification, educators are required to take six
or seven week-long courses. Next Spring, Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary's Continuing Education Office will
begin offering certification courses.  The plan is to offer
them two times per year.  The first class will focus on
"Biblical Interpretation."  It will take place from April 4,
9:00 AM - April 8, 3:00 PM, 2005.  For more information,
contact Jim Davison at  412-441-3304 ext 2196; or via
email at ConEd@pts.edu. 

Scholarship Help Available
Seniors in high school who plan to attend a Presbyterian-
related institution are eligible to apply for the National
Presbyterian College Scholarship. The
Office of Financial Aid for Studies also
awards over $1 million annually to
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) students
pursuing undergraduate, graduate and
post graduate degrees.  Applications
and more information are available at
www.pcusa.org/financialaid.    

In addition, the Synod of the Trinity is pleased to offer
several scholarships for full-time students whose
permanent residence is within the bounds of the Synod.
Applications are available from the presbytery office or
web site (www.kiskipby.org, or they may be downloaded
from the synod’s website, www.syntrinity.org, under
Program and Services. If you have any questions or
comments, contact Marcia Humer at 800-242-0534 or
mhumer@syntrinity.org. 



REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE PRESBYTER
08 January 2005

The last eighteen months have been challenging for me.  A good deal of time, for
nearly a year, was consumed in some staff relationship dynamics in the office.  We are
in a much better place as a unit having come through some unsettling time.  In October
2003, I was stopping to aid a stranded motorist and my car was hit from behind.  The
car was totaled.  I had a head laceration and a concussion.  In February 2004, after
shoveling snow, I had a minor heart attack. Proving, contrary to what some think, I do
have a heart.   In July 2004, my mother died.  A lot of time from July through October
was consumed in settling her affairs, including selling the house and property.  In
November 2004, I had a slight bout with shingles.  Along the way, I have felt your love
and concern through visits, cards, calls and e-mails.  I am humbled by it.

  Thanks to Erin, Donna, Lynn, Carol and Debbie things have kept right on going
without missing a beat.  I hope you, as ministers and elders, appreciate, as much as I
do, how blessed this presbytery is with the ministry of these five very competent
women.

  After a few months of stability in pastoral leadership, several congregations are
now experiencing pastoral transitions.  The revolving door keeps turning.  Each time a
new pastoral vacancy occurs the Committee on Ministry is in a scramble to find other
ministers to serve Moderators for the Sessions.  Donna’s efforts to find the required
number of preaching supplies becomes more difficult as there is a greater need for
worship leaders each Sunday.  The work of the Committee on Ministry in helping
congregations identify appropriate pastoral leadership becomes more intense.  Greater
demands are made on the ministers who remain in place as they serve as Moderators
of additional sessions.   It is a normal part of the life of a Presbytery for there to be an
ebb and flow to pastoral transitions.  We are in a new period of ebbing.

  Last January we had a seven member delegation attending the General
Assembly Congregational Transformation Conference.  As a result we now have an
active task group of members from the Committee on Ministry and the Committee on
Congregational Ministries working to identify appropriate congregations which might
enter into an intentional effort of transformation.  Also, this task group is providing
guidance as we consider the use of Presbytery resources of people, time and finances
in assisting congregations deal with the ever changing realities facing them.

In the Fall of 2004, I was invited to work with a group of congregations and the
Committee on Ministry in the southeastern portion of Scioto Valley in Ohio.  Their
situation is very much like ours.  They have a few larger primarily county seat
congregations and several smaller membership congregations.  Part of what we looked
at was the life cycle of a congregation, which I lift up for your consideration.

 Over the last 27 years most of our congregations have decreased in
membership.  The distribution of our membership is shown on this slide.  The questions
which must be answered at the formation and re-formation stages in the life cycle of a
congregation need to be answered anew by each of our congregations.



  At the 2004 General Assembly meeting, I was honored to represent you as our
Presbytery was recognized as being in the top 10 presbyteries in per member giving to
mission support.  This comes at a time when all our congregations are facing increasing
costs.  You are to be commended for your dedication to the mission and ministry of the
national and world mission.  For 2004 we ended the year with a Per Capita pay-up of
98.07% and a Mission pay-up of 97.92% of pledged and $15,000 of over pledge or non-
pledged income.

I continue to serve on the Synod Finance and Budget Committee.  At the General
Assembly level, I continue to serve on the National Mission Partnership Funding
Committee, and serve as chair of the task group assigned to develop a
recommendation for the future of the National Mission Partnership funds.  I, also,
continue to serve as the secretary/treasurer of the Association of Executive Presbyters. 
In all these arenas, I attempt to bring the perspective, concerns and hopes of this
Presbytery.

 The main areas of emphasis for 2005 will be:
‚ encouraging and assisting several  our congregations in redefining their

mission and ministry;
‚ encouraging and assisting several of our congregations in identifying

appropriate pastoral leadership;
‚ encouraging and assisting our session in the  faithful stewardship of

resources
‚ supporting and encouraging our ministers; and
‚ completing the review and refinement of all staff position descriptions and

responsibilities.  

I give thanks for you and for our service together as we seek to strengthen the
life of our congregations in mission and ministry.   Thanks be to God the future lies
before us.

Wayne A. Yost, Executive Presbyter



Events to Support Your Ministry

The Leader Development Training event in January was just the first of several great opportunities for
growth in ministry provided by the Kiski Presbytery.  Read on for more events provided in support of our
churches.

Vacation Bible School Kit Previews
Monday & Tuesday, February 7 & 8

10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
at the Resource Center in Yatesboro

Saturday, February 12, Brockway Church, 10:00
a.m. to noon

Choose one of these locations to view the 2005 VBS kits.
Kits will also be available at the March Presbytery
meeting and at the Resource Center at other times. 
Please see more detailed information on VBS Previews
elsewhere in this newsletter.

“The Kingdom of God is a Party!”
featuring Dr. Campolo

Sunday, February 20, 3:00-6:45 p.m.
Graystone Church, Indiana

Cost: $8, with or without dinner

Renowned speaker Tony Campolo visits
Kiski for an afternoon which promises to be
memorable. He is an ordained minister and
professor emeritus of Sociology at Eastern
University in St. Davids, Pennsylvania. He is
also a media commentator on religious,
social and political matters. Don’t miss the
opportunity to share in this afternoon with
Tony Campolo.

There has been great regional interest in this event
outside of our presbytery; dinner reservations must be
pre-paid, and reservations will be taken on a first-come,
first-paid basis. NO DINNER RESERVATIONS WILL BE
TAKEN AFTER FEBRUARY 14.

Kiskiminetas Presbytery
Phone: 724-783-7196
Fax: 724-783-7198
Email: kiski@kiskipby.org
www.kiskipby.org

Ì Visitation Training Seminar
Sunday, March 6, 3:00-5:30 p.m.
Grace Church, Kittanning

Ì Bereavement Care Training
April 9; 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Appleby Manor Church, Ford City

These events are provided by
the Visitation Team
Coordinators of the Union First
Presbyterian Church of
Cowansville.  Please see more
detailed information on the
Visitation and Bereavement
workshops on the back side of
this sheet.

PRESBYTERY DAY 2005
Sunday, April 17, 2005

Calvary & Graystone Churches
 in Indiana

“12 KEYS FOR LIVING”
with Dr. Kennon Callahan

In “12 Keys for Living,” an alternative to
the many programs that
prescribe rules and outline
models to live by, Kennon
Callahan helps us discover

that our strengths are gifts from God. 

Presbytery Day will also feature a
workshop presented by Rev. Peter
Bower, the spring youth rally at IUP’s
HUB with an incredible program planned,
a special program for children, dinner
and Sunday evening worship led by Dr.
Callahan. Presbytery Day brochures with
full details are coming soon.



The Vital Church Program & the Congregational Ministries Team of Kiski Presbytery
invite you to attend two important workshops:

Visitation Team Training
Sunday, March 6, 3:00 to 5:30 p.m.

Grace Church, Kittanning

Led by the Union First Church in Cowansville Visitation Team, this workshop is designed
for lay people committed to the Ministry of Visitation PLUS the Pastor or Person
responsible for Pastoral Care. It will be a practical training session designed to get your
visitation team organized and ready for action. The Cowansville Visitation Team will share
their inspiring story of how their ministry started, how they recruit, train and recognize
volunteers, and the healthy benefits their congregation has received. 

Who should come? The pastor or person responsible for pastoral care and a core group of leaders
committed to church vitality should attend. Both pastor and lay leaders are essential.  The workshop will
help Vital Church Program congregations strengthening their Visitation Key AND congregations
interested in growing in visitation and relational skills.

Bereavement Care Training
Saturday, April 9, 10 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Appleby Manor Church

A follow-up to Visitation Training is intensive training in grief care, in particular for those who
will be involved in bereavement visitation.  The Presbytery will co-sponsor a Bereavement
Care Training workshop in April with the Union First Church of Cowansville.  It will be led by
Bereavement VisitationTrainer Jolene Formaini, and an all-day workshop is planned.  The
$15 cost includes lunch, workshop, and materials; location will be announced soon.  A
minimum number of registrants will be needed for this course to “fly.”

To register for either event, complete the form below and return it to the Presbytery Office.
Please complete a separate form for each person attending.

E      E      E      E      E      E      E      E      E      E      E      E      E      E      E      E      E      

Please register me for the VISITATION TEAM TRAINING at Grace Church on March 6.

Name __________________________________________________Church_______________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________
Phone _____________________________________ Email _________________________________________

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Tuesday, March 1
 
Please register me for the BEREAVEMENT CARE TRAINING at Appleby Manor Church on April 9 at a cost of $15.

Name __________________________________________________Church_______________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________
Phone _____________________________________ Email _________________________________________
AMOUNT ENCLOSED _________________ (Checks made payable to Presbytery of Kiskiminetas)

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Tuesday, March 15

Send to: Presbytery of Kiskiminetas, P.O. Box 339, Yatesboro, PA 16263




